
I would like to take the             
opportunity to introduce myself 
and say hello to the wonderful 
volunteers of the Canadian 
Parks and Wilderness Society, 
Calgary / Banff Chapter.  

I am very excited to be the new 
Outreach Manager of such a 
great organization.  

Originally, I am from the East 
Coast of Canada—born in       
Lunenburg , Nova Scotia and 
also lived in St. John’s                  
Newfoundland.  

I moved in order to study and 
complete Bachelor degrees in 
Communications and  Visual 
Arts from the University of     
Ottawa and  I continued to live 
and work in Ottawa for several 
years. 

Being a volunteer and working 
with volunteers have always 
been strong interests of mine 
and I have focused on those     
interests in my work. 

For 9 years, I was a Social     
Services, and Volunteer          
Coordinator with the              

Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa— a 
non-profit organization serving 
young people from the ages of 6—18. 
During that time, I also studied 
Management of Volunteer Services 
and continued professional and    
personal development.  

In 2003, I  returned to full– time 
studies to become more involved in 
outdoor activities and moved to 
Haliburton, Ontario to complete a 
certificate in                                 
Ecotourism Management.  

After that, I returned to Nova Scotia 
to work, visit family and play—
mainly  to explore the coast and  
enjoy sea kayaking and coastal   
hiking.  

It is a pleasure to live in Calgary 
and be actively involved in the    
Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society, Calgary/ Banff Chapter. 

I look forward to meeting dedicated 
and enthusiastic volunteers and     
making contacts in the community.  

Please feel free to contact me at: 

lholleman@cpawscalgary.org 
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 CPAWS Library Resource Area Assistant 
 
• Assist with the organization and maintenance of the CPAWS library.  
• Time commitment is 3—5 hours per  month at the CPAWS office.  
• Interest in library resources is an asset. 

Chapter Meeting  Researcher / Organizer 
• Research and organize CPAWS monthly Chapter meetings 
• Research and confirm relevant speakers 
• Gather a synopsis of the presentation and develop a media release 
• Assist with promotion of the event 
• Attend and assist with the evaluation of the meeting 
• Time commitment is one  year—approximately  1 hour per week plus meeting time 

AWA   Climb For Wilderness  -  Wild Alberta Expo  -  
CPAWS booth Volunteers         
• Saturday, April  22 
• 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. at  the Calgary Tower 
• Provide information to the public regarding CPAWS  
• Enlist new members  
 
  

SUNDAY     MAY   14 
 

Volunteers will be needed to help make the  
event a success. 
 
Volunteers can help in a variety of   positions   
including: 
• Preparation of race packages 
• Event  Set-up 
• Education station  
• Water delivery 
• Registration 
• Awards Ceremony Assistants 
• Course  Marshals 
• Food and Drink Distribution 

 Please contact  Lynda for more details and             
information regarding volunteer positions  
lholleman@cpawscalgary.org 

Volunteer Leader  -  Volunteer Leaders Program  
• See page 6 of the newsletter for more details regarding the Program and position. 



 
 Monthly  Chapter Meetings            
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April  2006 
  
Monday, April  10  -   
Monthly meeting 
 
The next monthly meeting will be held  April  10  with special presenter Danielle Droitsch of 
Bow Riverkeeper at the Kahanoff Centre , 1202 Centre St. SE , 2nd floor , 7:30 — 9:00 p.m. 

 
 

The Big Bow Float! 
 
In the summer of 2005, three people and a dog traveled over 650 kilometres on one of  
Canada's most treasured rivers - the Bow River. The month long journey on the Bow River 
commenced at the continental divide on the Wapta Icefield.   
From there, descended 2600 metres through Banff National Park, eastward into the foothills 
and the Stoney First Nation, then the City of Calgary and finally onto the prairies of southern 
Alberta and Siksika First Nation.    
Altogether, the voyage spanned 11 different eco-regions. Along the way, the trip was docu-
mented with a camera and video collecting key information about the river, its cultural and 
natural history, and the communities that rely on it every day.   

 
The presentation will be delivered by Bow Riverkeeper Danielle Droitsch, one of the three 
people who undertook the journey.  With over 10 years experience in rivers and watershed 
management, Ms. Droitsch will retell the story of the trip but also the story about the history 
of the river, the challenges that face it today and into the future. 
 

Everyone is welcome to come and become CPAWS members. 
Admission is free. Please call 232-6686 for more information. 
 
 
May  2006 
  
Monday, May 8 
Monthly meeting 
 
The next monthly meeting will be held  May  8  with special presenter to be determined  
at the Kahanoff Centre , 1202 Centre St SE , 2nd Floor at 7:30 pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Volunteer Leaders Program Update 

The Volunteer Leaders Program is a new     
program at the CPAWS Calgary/ Banff    
Chapter.  
The program aims to have volunteers  
leading other volunteers in committees and 
groups in various conservation campaigns    
and projects.  
Through the program, CPAWS will be able to 
coordinate/ organize more projects and reach 
more people in various communities.  
 
The participants in the Program will  
receive support from CPAWS in the form of 
specialized workshops, readings,  
resources and meetings.   
 
The participants will gain training  in         
Leadership, Conservation and Specific tools  
for Conservation.  
 
On Monday, March 27, the first meeting of the 
Volunteer Leaders occurred. 
Six interested and energetic people have    
committed to involvement in the program: 
Kelsey Miller, David Delawski, Natasha Poon, 
Cliff Nietvelt, Lucie Sliva and  
Lindsay  Schultz. 
 
These individuals provide diverse  
educational, work and volunteer   
backgrounds and expertise that will help the  
leaders and the Program to develop  
and prosper.  
 

It is not too late to  express interest in  
Becoming a Volunteer Leader.  
The Program will officially begin in May  
2006. 
 
The ideal participant: 
• Has a passion for wilderness, a deep desire 

to make a positive difference, knowledge 
and/ or experience in  leadership and con-
servation work 

• Knowledge and experience working with 
CPAWS or another  

     environmental conservation group 
• Excellent organizational, communication 

and people skills   
• Is personally committed  to going beyond 

conventional thinking to search for new   
opportunities for change and growth 

• Is committed to attending the full CPAWS  
Volunteer Leaders Program including 
monthly meetings and additional projects 
for one year. 

 
Participants can expect:  
• ongoing feedback training and support from 

CPAWS staff,  
• Enhanced understanding of ecological   

principles and conservation  
• Contacts and resources for support 
• Fun atmosphere 
• A certificate upon completion of the  
• program 

If you are interested in becoming involved in the Volunteer Leaders 
Program,  or if you would like more information about volunteer    
opportunities with CPAWS  please contact Lynda for more            
information: 
 
Lynda Holleman 
Outreach Manager 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society 
Calgary/ Banff Chapter 
1120   1202 Centre St. SE, Calgary AB  T2G 5A5 
Lholleman@cpawscalgary.org 
(403) 232 –6686 

If you have ideas or feedback  
regarding the newsletter, please  
contact: 
lholleman@cpawscalgary.org 
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If a professional sport marketing firm 
has its way, this August will see a 
Pro Am Skins golf tournament held 
on the Banff Springs course in Banff.  
The event, involving four profes-
sional golfers, is expected to draw 
over 5,000 spectators.  If approved, it 
could set a dangerous precedent. 
 
The proponent and the Calgary    
Herald editorialist (“Skins game no 
risk to park”, March 11, 1006) claim 
that this is a benign way to increase 
tourism.  They are wrong. 
 
This is not a debate about golf.  For 
better or worse history has             
bequeathed us a golf course in Banff, 
and it is difficult to argue that people 
ought not to play on it.  No, the     
debate is about attracting a large 
crowd of spectators to a                 
professionally staged competition, 
and the precedent that sets. 
 
We ought not to pre-suppose that the 
5,000 or more people can congregate 
for hours, presumably on unprepared 
ground, and have no impact on soil or 
vegetation.  The golf course is      
identified repeatedly in the Banff  
National Park Management Plan as a 
place of particular importance for 
wildlife movement, movement which 
will presumably be hindered, if only 
temporarily, by a mass of thousands 
of people.  And what of traffic and 
parking challenges, and their ripple 
of environmental effects, which     
invariably arise when people        
congregate tightly in such numbers. 
 
But potential direct environmental 
impacts are not my main reason for 
objecting to the proposed tournament.  

Even if there is no environmental 
degradation, there will be the       
degradation of an idea, the idea of a 
national park.   
 
Banff is not Pebble Beach.  Nor is it 
Las Vegas. Canada’s parks play a 
special role in our national commit-
ment to preserve functioning        
ecosystems, and also in our national 
identity.  When called upon to speak, 
Canadians do not hesitate to voice 
strong support for our parks, and the 
strength of that support grows as  
people visit and appreciate the natural 
features of the parks.  Because of its 
prominence Banff is a living example 
of the message that parks are special 
places. 
 
But special places need special      
respect if they are to survive in an 
uncertain world.  We convey that  
respect by what behaviour we permit 
and tolerate.  When we invite visitors 
to our parks to experience and       
appreciate the magnificence of       
nature, we foster appreciation of    
nature and we build support for these 
extraordinary natural places.  
 
If, on the other hand, we encourage 
people to come to our parks to stand 
in crowds to watch pro golfers, or to 
engage in any number of activities 
which could just as easily be hosted 
elsewhere, then we convey the     
message that our parks are just scenic 
venues for razzle-dazzle events or 
daily hum-drum life. Think of the 
proposal for a casino in Banff, an 
idea which never dies. But why stop 
there - strip clubs might attract    
tourists too, and probably with little 
or no environmental impact. If we 

give consideration to these activities, 
we convey the message to all that our 
parks are not special and can be    
manipulated at will to suit our short-
term economic or recreational ends. 
 
A former CEO of the Parks Canada 
Agency was fond of saying that the 
national parks have to attract the right 
number of people with the right     
expectations to the right places.    
This proposed golf tournament will 
foster an expectation that Banff and 
our other national parks are            
appropriate venues for mass spectator 
sports, or simply mass commercial 
recreation, and that their natural    
values are merely a scenic backdrop.    
That expectation, and the disrespect 
for parks which it conveys, will     
undermine the long-term security of 
the parks, which we may all regret.  
Let the sports promoters look       
elsewhere. 

Dave Poulton, 
Executive Director 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness     
Society 

Calgary/Banff Chapter 

First a Golf Tournament – Next A Casino ? 
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Suite  1120  1202  Centre St. SE 
Calgary  AB  T2G  5A5 
(403) 232—6686 
Fax: (403) 232 –6988 
 
Dave Poulton, Executive Director 
(403) 232—6601 or  (403) 232—6686 ext. 100 
dpoulton@cpawscalgary.org 
 
Lindsay Schultz 
Coordinator of Special Events 
(403) 232—6686 EXT. 102 
info@cpawscalgary.org 
 
Lynda  Holleman 
Outreach Manager 
(403) 232—6686 EXT. 101 
lholleman@cpawscalgary.org 
 
 

Sunday, May 14 

Running  Wild 

 
Get ready for the 4th Annual Running Wild! Run or Walk for Wilderness!  
 
Location: 
Fish Creek Provincial Park, Glennfield Picnic Area 
Both the 5 km and 10 km routes will head east from the Glennfield picnic area towards  
the Bow Valley Ranch.  
 
Please note: This year the 5 km route will be on shale due to last year’s flooding. 
 
Start Time: 10 am for both races (5K and 10K) 
 
Awards Ceremony: 11:15 am 
 
For more details of  Running Wild including registration , pledge and prize                     
information: 
Check out the website: www.cpawscalgary.org 
or  call : 232– 6686 

CPAWS  Staff  Contact  Information 

Kim Kiel   
School Programs Director 
(403) 232—6686 EXT. 103 
kkiel@cpawscalgary.org 
 
Anne– Marie Syslak 
School Programs Coordinator 
(403) 232—6686 EXT 103 
amsyslak@cpawscalgary.org 
 
Liz Courtney 
Accountant 
(403) 232—6686 EXT. 104 
lcourtney@cpawscalgary.org 
 
Joe Obad 
Conservation Director, Southwest Alberta 
(403) 232—6686  EXT.  106 
jobad@cpawscalgary.org 
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National  Volunteer Week   April 23—29, 2006 

National Volunteer Week is just one of the 
many times to say thank you to enthusiastic, 
caring people who make a positive  
difference in the world by volunteering.  
 
We are very fortunate at CPAWS to have  
dedicated , organized,  
resourceful, reliable and valuable             
volunteers! 
 
CPAWS volunteers have helped the  
organization in so many ways including but 
not limited  to the following positions:   
 

Board members,  Special  Event assistants 
and organizers,  Chapter Meeting Planners,  
Writers and Editors for various articles and 
newsletters,  Researchers,  Volunteer Leaders,  
Library Resource  Organizers, Education  
assistants, Wilderness Walks coordinators, 
and Administrative/ Office Assistants.  
 
THANK YOU  to all volunteers for your    
involvement in CPAWS. Without your     
support and commitment, CPAWS would not 
be as strong an organization as it is today! 
 

Thank You  Outdoor Show Volunteers 

From March 24—26,  
Volunteers from CPAWS   
participated in the Calgary 
Outdoor  
Adventure Show.  They 
helped at the CPAWS booth 
by providing information to 
visitors to the Show and by 
attracting potential and new 
members and volunteers.  

Thank you to:  
Greg Black,                                            
Shirley Marion,   
Bree– Anne Nabholz,   
Gus Yaki,   
John McFaul,  
David Delawski 
 
Your energy, knowledge and enthusiasm 
was greatly appreciated at the Show! 
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Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) is proud to present the 
Capture the Wild Photography Contest, now in its 8th year. Designed to 
raise awareness and funds in support of Alberta’s wild spaces, CPAWS    

invites photographers of all ages to capture the beauty of Alberta, and the 
world of nature beyond our provincial borders.  

 
 

The 2006 deadline is: September 8, 2006  
Be imaginative, get inspired and enjoy “capturing” the great outdoors! 

Bighorn Close-up, by Peter Dettling 
Capture the Wild 2005 Grand Prize Winner  

Capture the Wild Photography Contest  


